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ment, but on the face of it the great Jew's opposition to Gladstone's bill 
of 1866 and his advocacy of a more radical reform only a year later has 
seemed to many pure political opportunism, and those who hold such a 
view will find interest and profit in this admirable analysis of the 
facts in the case. 

We have therefore no criticism of the book to offer. It is not epoch- 
making; it does not propose any novel point of view or conclusion; it 
makes no pretence to originality or eloquence. But it is a careful, work- 
manlike narrative of a great moment in the history of modern de- 
mocracy, and we are glad to have it. 

Cecil Fairfield Lavell. 

Bismarck's Auswartige Politik nach der Reichsgriindung. Von 
Hans Plehn. (Munich and Berlin: R. Oldenbourg. 1920. 
Pp. xii, 381. M. 32.) 

The special study here undertaken has wanted doing, increasingly, 
for the past ten years. The amount of widely scattered material bear- 
ing on the subject has increased beyond the scope of the two or three 
chapters devoted to it in the usual biography of Bismarck or more gen- 
eral history of the period; the problems involved require treatment at 
close range and in some detail. Plehn's point of view is far from 
that of an unprejudiced observer. The son of an East Prussian land- 
lord, for some years a functionary of the Agrarian League, finally a 
suicide following the German Revolution — the influence of his own 
political convictions is only too evident in his estimate of Bismarck's 
work. The writer's last years before the war were spent as a news- 
paper correspondent in London; and his Deutsche Weltpolitik und kein 
Krieg, published anonymously in 1913, advocated the abandonment of 
Germany's forward policy in the Near East in favor of co-operation 
with Great Britain in Africa. The reaction of these associations and 
opinions upon his treatment of Bismarck's policy is also evident enough. 
His familiarity with English sources is especially marked. It is worthy 
of note, however, that no trace is to be found in this book of the 
theory developed since the writer's death, that an English alliance was 
one of the primary objects of Bismarck's diplomacy. The Daily Tele- 
graph article in 1912, relating the approaches of 1878 and 1887, seems 
to have escaped his notice. 

Bismarck's policy is interpreted, throughout, along the traditional 
lines marked out by the Chancellor himself. His complete disinterested- 
ness in the Eastern Question and his impartial fairness to Russia and 
Austria are reasserted without qualification. No attempt is made to 
reconcile this theory of motives with the admission (p. 136) that Bis- 
marck used all his efforts to isolate Russia at the Congress of Berlin, 
while cultivating support for Austria, and the statement (p. 302), re- 
garding the combination which checked Russia in 1887, that " Bismarck 
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hat dieser Entente . . . wohl Geburtshilfe geleistet ". Bismarck's policy 
toward France is treated as purely and consistently one of an alert de- 
fensive; and the wrong side of his frequently contradictory remarks 
concerning " preventive wars " is simply ignored. The War Scare of 
1875 reappears as a groundless conspiracy against the Chancellor — an 
appearance kept up by pulling several events out of their temporal con- 
text. Through similar treatment the crisis of January and February, 
1887, is dispersed into thin air. The latter years are treated in general 
too slightly in proportion to the scope of the book and the amount of 
material available; while the guiding thread of Bismarck's own policy 
is often lost in the discussion of other factors in the situation. 

Many of the book's defects are common to all works on the subject 
completed before the important revelations of the last two years. There 
are a few omissions of earlier sources of information, which need not 
be enumerated, as the present importance of the chief of them has 
been greatly reduced by Pribram's authoritative work on the secret 
treaties of Austria-Hungary. The Russian side of things is remarkably 
well brought out, considering the fact that no sources in the Russian 
language have been employed. Despite its inconclusiveness, Plehn's 
book commands attention as a well-ordered synthesis of scattering ma- 
terials on the largest scale yet attempted. The employment of recent 
disclosures in support of orthodox interpretations is not the least in- 
teresting feature of the work. Many such special studies, approached 
from many angles and incorporating the new material as it appears, will 
be necessary before a mature and balanced statement of the case can 
be evolved. 

J. V. Fuller. 

Lebenserinnerungen und Politische Denkwiirdigkeiten. Von Bot- 
schaftsrat a. D. Hermann Freiherrn v. Eckardstein. In two 
volumes. (Leipzig: Paul List. 1919. Pp. 324; 440. M. 34.) 
In Germany during and since the World War there has been much 
searching of hearts as well as searching of records to determine the 
causes of her unpopularity among the nations and the reasons why so 
many of them ended by combining against her. There has naturally 
been wide divergence of opinion. The first impulse has been the usual 
one, to condemn the statesmen and diplomats who have been responsible 
for the foreign policy their country has pursued. But here a line must 
be drawn ; it is still not the fashion to question the wisdom and skill of 
Bismarck. The errors of the ways of Germany are taken as beginning 
with about the year 1890, even if it is admitted that Bismarck's policy 
of balancing between Russia and England was too complicated to be 
kept up indefinitely by anyone but a genius like himself. But whose 
fault was it that Russia and France came together, and at a later date 
France and England, and then, most astonishing of all, England and 



